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Abstract: This article discusses key issues in English language teaching, including vocabulary, pronunciation, 

fluency, confidence, listening skills, grammar, and cultural awareness. Drawing on research-based strategies and 

techniques, the article highlights the importance of addressing these issues in order to improve learners' English 

speaking skills and increase their confidence and motivation to use English in a variety of contexts. By explicitly 

teaching vocabulary, providing focused pronunciation instruction, promoting regular practice and sustained 

engagement in communicative activities, creating a positive and supportive learning environment, integrating 

listening activities, focusing on form in grammar instruction, and promoting intercultural competence, teachers can 

help learners to develop greater proficiency and confidence in their spoken English. The article concludes by 

emphasizing the importance of addressing these key issues and implementing effective teaching strategies in order 

to help learners achieve greater success in their English language learning journeys. 
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Introduction 

Improving English speaking skills is a key goal 

for many English language learners, whether for 

academic, professional, or personal reasons. While 

there are many factors that contribute to successful 

language learning, research has identified several key 

issues that can impact the development of English 

speaking skills. These issues include vocabulary 

acquisition, pronunciation, fluency, confidence, 

listening skills, grammar, and cultural awareness. In 

this article, we will explore each of these issues in 

detail, drawing on the latest research in language 

teaching and learning. We will also provide practical 

tips and strategies that teachers and learners can use to 

improve their English speaking skills and achieve 

their language learning goals. By focusing on these 

key issues, English language learners can enhance 

their ability to communicate effectively in English and 

succeed in their academic, professional, and personal 

pursuits. 

Thus, there are several issues that teachers can 

focus on to help their students improve their English 

speaking skills. Here are some of them: 

• Vocabulary: Encourage students to learn 

new words and phrases and provide opportunities for 

them to practice using them in context. 

• Pronunciation: Help students to focus on 

the sounds and intonation of English words and 

phrases, and provide them with feedback and 

correction. 

• Fluency: Provide students with opportunities 

to practice speaking English regularly, both in and out 

of the classroom, and encourage them to speak as 

much as possible. 

• Confidence: Build students' confidence in 

speaking English by creating a supportive and 
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encouraging learning environment and providing 

positive feedback and praise [4]. 

• Listening skills: Encourage students to 

develop their listening skills by exposing them to a 

variety of authentic English language materials such 

as podcasts, news broadcasts, and videos. 

• Grammar: While grammar is important, it's 

important to balance grammar instruction with other 

skills like vocabulary, pronunciation, and fluency [9]. 

• Cultural awareness: Encourage students to 

learn about the culture and customs of English-

speaking countries, as this can help them to better 

understand and communicate with native speakers 

[14]. 

Overall, the key is to provide students with a 

variety of opportunities to practice and improve their 

English speaking skills, and to create a supportive and 

engaging learning environment that encourages them 

to take risks and make mistakes. 

 

MATERIALS AND METHODS 

There have been many researchers who have 

studied the issues related to teaching English speaking 

skills. Here are some examples of research and 

references. 

Researchers have found that explicit vocabulary 

instruction and the use of contextualized vocabulary 

learning activities are effective in improving students' 

vocabulary knowledge and use (e.g., Nation, 2001; 

Schmitt & Carter, 2004) [11, 12]. Another research 

has shown that focused pronunciation instruction, 

particularly in the form of corrective feedback, can 

lead to significant improvements in learners' 

pronunciation skills (e.g., Derwing & Munro, 2009; 

Mackey & Philp, 1998) [2, 8]. Studies have found that 

regular and sustained practice, such as through 

conversational exchanges, can help learners to 

develop greater fluency in their spoken English (e.g., 

Ellis & Barkhuizen, 2005; Thornbury, 2005) [3]. 

Some researchers have found that a positive learning 

environment, along with supportive feedback and 

opportunities for learner autonomy, can help learners 

to develop greater confidence in their English 

speaking abilities (e.g., Mercer & Ryan, 2010; 

Williams & Burden, 1997) [10]. Research has also 

demonstrated the importance of integrating listening 

activities into English language instruction and 

providing learners with opportunities to practice 

listening in authentic contexts (e.g., Field, 2008; 

Vandergrift & Goh, 2012) [5]. Our studies have found 

that a focus on form, as opposed to grammar rules, can 

be effective in helping learners to develop greater 

accuracy in their spoken English (e.g., Long, 2015; 

Swain, 2005) [7, 13]. Finally, it has highlighted the 

importance of promoting intercultural competence 

and providing learners with opportunities to learn 

about the cultural norms and values of English-

speaking countries (e.g., Byram & Morgan, 2018; 

Kramsch, 1993) [1, 6]. 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

Explicit vocabulary instruction and 

contextualized vocabulary learning activities can 

improve learners' vocabulary knowledge and use. 

Teachers can use a variety of techniques to help 

learners acquire new vocabulary, such as providing 

opportunities for vocabulary practice, offering 

feedback, and using vocabulary games and activities 

to make learning fun and engaging. 

Focused pronunciation instruction, particularly 

in the form of corrective feedback, can lead to 

significant improvements in learners' pronunciation 

skills. Teachers can use techniques such as modeling 

correct pronunciation, providing feedback on learners' 

pronunciation, and incorporating pronunciation 

practice activities into lessons to help learners 

improve their pronunciation. 

Regular and sustained practice, such as through 

conversational exchanges, can help learners to 

develop greater fluency in their spoken English. 

Teachers can encourage learners to engage in 

authentic conversation by providing opportunities for 

pair and group work, using role-playing activities, and 

creating a supportive learning environment that 

encourages learners to take risks and practice 

speaking. 

A positive learning environment, supportive 

feedback, and opportunities for learner autonomy can 

help learners to develop greater confidence in their 

English speaking abilities. Teachers can create a 

positive learning environment by providing a safe and 

supportive space for learners to practice speaking, 

offering constructive feedback, and encouraging 

learners to take ownership of their learning by setting 

goals and tracking their progress. 

Integrating listening activities into English 

language instruction and providing learners with 

opportunities to practice listening in authentic 

contexts can improve listening skills. Teachers can 

use a variety of techniques, such as pre-listening 

activities, comprehension checks, and post-listening 

discussions, to help learners improve their listening 

skills. 

Focusing on form, as opposed to grammar rules, 

can be effective in helping learners to develop greater 

accuracy in their spoken English. Teachers can help 

learners to develop grammar accuracy by providing 

input-rich environments, using grammar-focused 

communicative tasks, and providing opportunities for 

learners to notice and practice grammatical structures 

in context. 

Promoting intercultural competence and 

providing learners with opportunities to learn about 

the cultural norms and values of English-speaking 

countries can improve learners' cultural awareness 

[15]. Teachers can integrate cultural content into 

lessons, encourage learners to share their own cultural 

backgrounds and experiences, and promote 
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intercultural exchange and understanding in the 

classroom. 

The following table provides a clear and concise 

overview of the key issues, research results, and 

effective strategies related to English language 

teaching and speaking skills. 

 

Table 1. 

 

Key Issue Research Results Effective Strategies 

Vocabulary 

Explicit instruction and 

contextualized learning lead to 

improved acquisition and use 

Teach vocabulary in context, use visual aids and 

examples, provide opportunities for practice and 

review 

Pronunciation 

Focused instruction and corrective 

feedback lead to significant 

improvements in intelligibility and 

confidence 

Provide explicit instruction and feedback, use 

modeling and imitation, encourage learners to 

self-monitor and reflect 

Fluency 

Regular practice and sustained 

engagement lead to greater fluency 

and confidence 

Provide opportunities for conversational 

exchanges, scaffold speaking tasks, use role-

plays and simulations 

Confidence 

Positive learning environment and 

supportive feedback lead to greater 

confidence and motivation 

Create a safe and supportive classroom 

environment, provide positive feedback and 

encouragement, promote learner autonomy and 

self-efficacy 

Listening skills 

Authentic listening activities lead to 

improved comprehension and 

participation 

Integrate listening activities into instruction, use 

authentic materials and situations, provide 

opportunities for practice and feedback 

Grammar 
Focusing on form leads to greater 

accuracy and appropriate use 

Teach grammar in context, focus on meaning 

and communicative functions, provide 

opportunities for practice and feedback 

Cultural 

awareness 

Promoting intercultural competence 

leads to greater understanding and 

communication effectiveness 

Teach about cultural norms and values, promote 

empathy and respect for diversity, provide 

opportunities for cross-cultural interaction and 

exchange 

 

Overall, by addressing these key issues and using 

effective teaching techniques, teachers can help 

learners to improve their English speaking skills and 

achieve their language learning goals. 

Applying the results of research on these key 

issues in English language teaching can lead to 

positive outcomes for language learners. For example: 

Vocabulary: Explicit vocabulary instruction and 

contextualized vocabulary learning activities can lead 

to improved vocabulary acquisition and use, which 

can help learners to communicate more effectively in 

English. 

Pronunciation: Focused pronunciation 

instruction, particularly in the form of corrective 

feedback, can lead to significant improvements in 

learners' pronunciation skills, which can improve their 

overall intelligibility and confidence when speaking 

English. 

Fluency: Regular and sustained practice, such as 

through conversational exchanges, can help learners 

to develop greater fluency in their spoken English, 

which can improve their ability to communicate 

effectively and confidently in English-speaking 

contexts. 

Confidence: Creating a positive learning 

environment and providing supportive feedback and 

opportunities for learner autonomy can lead to greater 

learner confidence in their English speaking abilities, 

which can improve their motivation and willingness 

to engage in communicative activities. 

Listening skills: Integrating listening activities 

into English language instruction and providing 

learners with opportunities to practice listening in 

authentic contexts can lead to improved listening 

skills, which can improve their ability to comprehend 

spoken English and participate in conversations. 

Grammar: Focusing on form, as opposed to 

grammar rules, can be effective in helping learners to 

develop greater accuracy in their spoken English, 

which can improve their ability to communicate 

effectively and appropriately in different contexts. 

Cultural awareness: Promoting intercultural 

competence and providing learners with opportunities 

to learn about the cultural norms and values of 

English-speaking countries can lead to improved 

cultural awareness and understanding, which can 

improve their ability to communicate effectively and 

appropriately with people from different cultural 

backgrounds. 
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Incorporating these results and ideas into English 

language teaching can help to improve learners' 

English speaking skills and increase their confidence 

and motivation to use English in a variety of contexts. 

 

CONCLUSION 

In conclusion, effective English language 

teaching involves addressing key issues such as 

vocabulary, pronunciation, fluency, confidence, 

listening skills, grammar, and cultural awareness. By 

applying research-based strategies and techniques, 

teachers can help learners to improve their English 

speaking skills and achieve their language learning 

goals. By explicitly teaching vocabulary, providing 

focused pronunciation instruction, promoting regular 

practice and sustained engagement in communicative 

activities, creating a positive and supportive learning 

environment, integrating listening activities, focusing 

on form in grammar instruction, and promoting 

intercultural competence, teachers can help learners to 

develop greater proficiency and confidence in their 

spoken English. Ultimately, by addressing these key 

issues and implementing effective teaching strategies, 

teachers can help learners to achieve greater success 

in their English language learning journeys. 
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