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Abstract: In this article, issues related to social protection, which is one of the urgent issues of society in every 

era, are studied from the point of view of scientific-theoretical and Islamic law. Terms such as social security, social 

justice, social security, social work, al-takoful al-ijtima’ have come synonymous with the term social protection, and 

the article tried to explain it. 
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Introduction 

Every country in the world has its own ultimate 

goals for sustainable development. Several elements 

play a key role in their implementation. In particular, 

among the principles of establishing a strong state and 

a strong society, the rule of law, justice, and equality, 

social protection is one of the factors that ensure the 

strength of the state. 

It is a well-known fact that all religions and 

political-economic systems, regardless of whether 

they have divine origins within their historical 

processes, have given importance to social protection 

and developed policies directed at social protection. 

[1, p.5; 15, p.41] 

Islamic law addresses the question of how to 

deal with poverty, which is a small aspect of financial 

rules, as well as the rights of the poor, the eradication 

of their demands, and the maintenance of their dignity 

in society. The concepts of “scarcity” and “poverty” 

are not unfamiliar to mankind [16, p.10]. One of all 

faiths and philosophy of  fundamental concerns has 

long been determining the best way to address the 

problem of poverty, the difficulties faced by people 

who live there, and the problems they face. [2, p.5] 

 

Main part 

The word “social” is derived from the arabic 

word “community”, “belonging to society”, it means 

related to the life of a person and society, the stratum, 

class, society in it, dependent on the public, voluntary 

(unrequited) service for the needs of the society, 

belonging to the society, among the public. The word 

of protection is an arabic word that means 

“sponsoring by someone, defense, barrier, 

sponsorship”. [3, p.177-178, 531] 

The social protection system provides assistance 

to people who are unable to work and make a living 

or who are caring for children and dependents. [4, p. 

21] 

Esping-Andersen, an early theorist of social 

protection, realized the importance of a broader 

definition of the phenomenon and developed the 

concept of social protection regimes as “an integrated, 

interdependent way of producing and distributing 

welfare between the state, the market, and the family”. 

[5, p.56] 

The term social protection has various scientific 

definitions. Definitions differ in some respects. But all 

of them reflect selfless giving of help to people. 
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In terms of social policy, social protection 

expresses a structure that won't make an individual 

dependent on somebody else within an understanding 

of mutual cooperation and solidarity in society for the 

purpose of protecting the weak and vulnerable in 

society. [1, p.16] 

Social protection of the population is a system of 

directly targeted guarantees that provide the 

population of the state with the necessary conditions 

for normal life activities. [7, p.3] If social protection 

depends on the process of factors affecting human life 

activity, then social protection represents the state of 

human living standard. [8, p.27] 

Social protection in Islamic law, its history goes 

back to the early days of Islam. There is no separate 

definition of the concept of social protection in 

Islamic law. This concept can be seen on the basis of 

the Islamic state of Madinah, which was founded by 

our Prophet Muhammad. 

 The emergence and development of social 

protection in Islamic law occurred earlier than the 

concept of social protection today. While studying the 

concept of social protection and the functions of 

regulated social protection institutions in Islamic law, 

they emphasize that these institutions are one of the 

main areas of Islamic Shari’a. 

The term social protection has various scientific 

definitions. Definitions differ in some respects. But all 

of them reflect selfless giving of help to people [17, 

p.527]. Social protection - in a broad sense, consists 

of a set of measures aimed at providing social 

assistance in the event of a social danger (risk) applied 

to all layers of the population. In a narrow sense, it 

envisages social protection of socially needy sections 

of the population [4, p.21] 

In another definition, the social protection of the 

population should be understood as the process of 

implementation of targeted guarantees by the state to 

create all the basic decent conditions for the 

population to live and work, to support the poor. [9, 

p.8] 

Also, based on studies in Indonesia, of 

particular note is Benda-Beckmann’s (2007) 

description of social protection as a combination of 

family, neighborhood, friendship, local communities, 

religious and secular institutions, including credit 

groups. All these definitions assume the largest 

context of analysis to be the nation-state, as it 

would be the provider of any secular institutions of 

social protection. [5, p.56] 

Scientists have tried to explain the social 

protection of the population using the following 

systems: 

1. Social security system. 

2. Employment system. 

3. System of creating social benefits for some 

citizens, etc. [10, p.24] 

In addition, in the process of researching the 

topic of social protection, another term, which is used 

as a synonym for this term, the concept of social 

security, was also studied. A number of scholars 

associate the term social security with the term al-

takoful al-ijtima’ in Islamic jurisprudence. This term 

is similar to the term social protection not only in 

terms of meaning, but also in terms of features and 

tasks, and is mainly focused on the economy. 

Conditionally, social security means an 

insurance system aimed at protecting humanity 

without any discrimination, restrictions or in all 

situations of life, health, maternity, unemployment, 

rest, disability, low income, incapacity for work, 

pension, work injuries. 

Although the terms social protection and social 

security were introduced into scientific circulation in 

the last century, their history and emergence date back 

to ancient times. In the development of cultures and 

customs of all peoples, concepts of social protection 

have a special place. In particular, our people have 

accumulated a lot of experience in the social sphere, 

relying on their religious and national values. It is 

important to study this experience and gather certain 

information that is available in the current social 

protection aspect of social relations[11, p.213-215]. 

Social security mainly refers to provision and 

support of citizens through the state, state social 

security systems. As for the concept of” social security 

right”, this concept is directly related to the concept of 

”social security” and one of its aspects, i.e. 

organizational and legal forms related to the 

implementation of social security, legal system, state 

bodies implementing social security, and in 

appropriate cases reflects the system of public bodies, 

the legal bases of their activity. [12, p.20] 

The word “Takoful” is derived from the Arabic 

word “kafala” which means mutual guarantee or 

concern for each other. The verb “kafala” means to 

protect or look after someone's interests or to 

guarantee someone. When the suffix “ta” is added to 

this word, it conveys the idea of two parties providing 

mutual guarantees. Takoful is designed to provide 

protection against natural calamities, similar to the 

protection provided by traditional insurance. In 

essence, takoful is a continuation of the concept of 

mutual aid, as well as the widespread pre-Islamic Arab 

concept of compensation for the killing of an innocent. 

The principles of takoful are mutual responsibility, 

cooperation and protection. [13, p.387, 392-392] 

Therefore, the term” takoful society” with its 

characteristics reflects social protection and fulfills 

certain functions. In this respect, this term can be used 

as a synonym. 

When it comes to social protection in Islamic 

law, another term that expresses its meaning is social 

security, and there is a lot of information about it. 

Allama Yusuf Qaradawi shows measures of 

Islamic law in solving the problem of poverty, which 

is one of the main issues of social protection as 

follows:  
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1. Practice 

2. Taking care of poor relatives 

3. Zakat 

4. State provision 

5. Mandatory duties other than Zakat 

6. Voluntary donations and personal charity[14, 

p.39] 

 

Conclusion 

In this study, which was conducted on the 

theoretical basis of understanding the concept of 

social protection in Islam, it was found that this 

concept did not appear in the sources in the form of 

the term social protection. That is, the term of this 

name appeared in the middle of the last century. The 

terms social security, social justice, social supply, 

social work, al-takoful al-ijtima’ are synonymous with 

the term social protection. However, the social 

protection system, which reflects the meaning and 

characteristics of social protection, was formed in the 

early days of Islam. It is reflected in the development 

of human interactions within the framework of the 

order of social relations in society. Therefore, an 

attempt was made to reveal the theoretical basis of 

social protection in Islam by studying the rules and 

principles of providing social protection to Muslims 

in the social relations of Islam. 
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