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Introduction
During the 9th-12th centuries, Transoxiana and
Khurasan were major centers of culture, science, and

was ruled by the Qarakhanids (389-609 AH / 999-
1212 CE), the Ghaznavids (367-582 AH / 977-1186
CE), and the Khwarazmshahs (477-629 AH / 1077-

the arts, and their contributions to Islamic civilization
had a lasting global impact.

The complex political developments and the
socio-economic transformations in Transoxiana and
Khurasan during this period significantly influenced
the cultural life of the region. Following the Arab
conquest of Transoxiana, not only was Islam
established, but the Arabic language also rose to the
status of official and scholarly discourse. Arabic
became both the administrative and scientific
language, and due to this necessity and aspiration,
many scholars in Transoxiana soon became proficient
in the Arabic language and script [1:166].

Transoxiana experienced notable scientific
development in the 11th-12th centuries, a progression
shaped by prevailing socio-economic and political
conditions. From the 11th century onward, the region

1231 CE) [4:6].

Many scholars contributed to the spread of the
teaching of Maturidiya beyond Transoxiana. One such
prominent figure was Jamal al-Din Ahmad Ghaznawi,
who lived and worked in Khurasan. During this
period, Khurasan was governed successively by the
Ghaznavids, Ghiirids, Seljuks, and Khwarazmshahs.

Following Seljuk rule, the Khwarazmshahs
gained control over Transoxiana and Khurasan.
During their reign, many cities within the state became
centers of knowledge and culture. Cultural exchange
between Transoxiana, Khurasan, Persia, Azerbaijan,
and ‘Iraq intensified [1:112].

The favorable socio-economic, intellectual, and
cultural conditions created during the reigns of local
dynasties after the Arab conquest (9th-12th centuries)
gave rise to a remarkable intellectual atmosphere. This
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environment enabled the emergence of extraordinary
scholars, intellectuals, and literary figures whose
unique contributions enriched world civilization.

During this period, several theologians
(mutakallimtin) emerged in Transoxiana. One of the
most notable among them was Abii al-Mu ‘In al-Nasafi
(418-505 AH / 1027-1114 CE). A great scholar and
leading figure of Ahl al-Sunna wa al-Jama‘a, he was a
prominent representative of the Abii Manstr al-
Maturidi school. His full name was Abii al-Mu‘in
Maymin ibn Muhammad ibn Muhammad ibn
Mu ‘tamid ibn Muhammad ibn Makhil ibn Fadl al-
Nasafi al-Makhali. Born in Nasaf in 1027, he was
known by the nisba “al-Makhilt” due to his
grandfather, Makhiil al-Nasafi, who was a student of
Imam al-Maturidi. His grandfather Mu'tamid ibn
Makhil al-Nasafi was a renowned Hanafi scholar.
Abii al-Mu‘in was inspired to pursue knowledge by
his father, Muhammad ibn Mu‘tamid, a leading
scholar in his town. Imam Nasafi would often mention
his father's name in his chains of transmission. He
initially studied under his grandfather and father, later
continuing his education under Aba al-Yusr al-
Pazdawi.

Imam al-Nasafi served as a bridge between the
early and later generations in Islamic theology and
made immense contributions to the development of
Maturidi thought. He lived and worked in Bukhara
and Samarqand during the ‘Abbasid era, a time
marked by a flourishing of all branches of science. As
rational inquiry spread and various theological sects
emerged, Imam Nasaft responded with numerous
works defending orthodox belief, such as: Tabsirat al-
Adillah fi Usdl al-Din, Bahr al-Kalam fi ‘Ilm al-
Kalam, al-Tamhid 1i-Qawa‘id al-Tawhid fi ‘Ilm al-
Kalam, al-‘Alim wa al-Muta‘allim, al-‘Umda fi Usil
al-Figh.

His work Bahr al-Kalam fi ‘Ilm al-Kalam is one
of the foundational texts of the Maturidi theological
tradition. Another key text, Tabsirat al-Adillah i Usil
al-Din ‘ala Tariqat Imam Abi Mansar al-Maturidi,
offers rational evidences in support of Maturidi
theology [3].

Another prominent theologian of the time was
Najm al-Din ‘Umar al-Nasafi (459-533 AH / 1068-
1142 CE), a polymath who contributed to various
Islamic sciences. His full name was Najm al-Din Aba
Hafs ‘Umar ibn Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn Isma ‘Tl
ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Alf ibn Lugman al-Nasafi al-
Samarqandi. He was titled “Najm al-Din” (“Star of the
Religion”) in recognition of his scholarly
contributions. Imam al-Nasafi was a master of
Qur’anic sciences, hadith, theology (‘aqida), and
jurisprudence (figh), and was also active in poetry. He
studied in major centers like Samarqand, Bukhara,
Nasaf, Baghdad, and Merv, and produced many
distinguished students.

Known as “al-Hafiz” for his mastery of hadith,
“al-Faqth” for his juristic expertise, and “al-Zahid” for

his asceticism, al-Nasafi also bore the epithet “al-
Hanafr” due to his contributions to the Hanafi school.
His native city of Nasaf was a significant scholarly
hub in Transoxiana. The educational institution Dar
al-Juzjaniyya in Samarqand played a crucial role in his
intellectual development, where he later served as a
teacher. His masterpiece, Kitab al-Qand fi Dhikr
‘Ulama’ Samarqand, provides biographical accounts
of more than a thousand scholars from Transoxiana
[4].

Nir al-Din Ahmad ibn Abi Bakr al-Sabiint al-
BukharT was another renowned scholar of this period.
Although his exact birth year is unknown, he was
known by the nisba “al-Sabtini” due to his association
with soap-making. His major theological works
include: Bidaya fi Usil al-Din (Introduction to the
Foundations of Religion), Hidaya fi ‘[lm al-Kalam
(Guidance in Theology), Kifaya fi al-Hidaya
(Sufficiency in the Guidance). He passed away in
Bukhara in 580 AH/ 1184 CE [5].

Ibrahim al-Saffar al-Bukhari (460-534 AH /
1065-1139 CE), known as Abiu Ishaq, was a
prominent jurist and theologian. His full name was
Ibrahim ibn Isma‘il ibn Ahmad ibn Ishaq ibn Shis ibn
Hakam, and he was honored with the title Rukn al-
Islam (“Pillar of Islam”). The term “al-Saffar” refers
to his family's occupation as copper vessel sellers.
Renowned for his ascetic lifestyle, he was courageous
in addressing rulers and was brought to Merv by
Sultan Sanjar ibn Malikshah [6].

His father, grandfather, and great-grandfather
were all notable Hanafl scholars. He received his
initial education from his father and furthered it under
scholars like Abti Hafs ‘Umar ibn Mansitr al-Bazzaz.
He eventually became one of the leading imams of
Bukhara. His famous students included Hasan ibn
Manstir al-Uzghandi al-Farghani, author of Fatawa
Qadi Khan [7:9].

His significant works include: Talkhis al-Adillah
li-Qawa'id al-Tawhid, Risala fi al-Kalam, Kitab al-
Fustl, al-Ibana ‘an Ithbat al-Risala, Kitab al-Sunna wa
al-Jama‘a, Bayan al-Tawhid, Usil al-Saffar: As’ila fi
al-I'tiqad, Ajwiba Imam Saffar al-Bukhari.

Al-Saffar al-Bukhari was a great jurist and
hadith scholar who defended Transoxiana and its
people against deviant ideas and strongly supported
the Hanafi school and the Maturidi teachings.

These scholars were among the most influential
figures in the development and spread of Maturidi
theology in Transoxiana [6].

Jamal al-Din Ahmad Ghaznawi was also a
proponent of the Maturidi school, as evidenced by the
views expressed in his works.

In the 12th century, Transoxiana was a vibrant
center of science, culture, and religious life. This
socio-cultural environment had a profound influence
on Islamic theology (‘ilm al-kalam). The intellectual
and social changes occurring in Transoxiana during
this period significantly shaped the development of
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theology. Major scholarly centers such as Bukhara Conclusion

and Samargand played a pivotal role in promoting
knowledge. During this time, growing intellectual
curiosity among different social groups, as well as
increasing religious and sectarian debates, created a
fertile ground for theological inquiry. Greek
philosophy and sciences also had an impact on the
region. This dynamic context led to the emergence of
numerous theological works.

10.
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