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Abstract: Public and cultural diplomacy, as one of the main instruments of national soft power, has gained a
significant role in international relations and foreign policy in recent decades. Chile, within the Latin American
region, has sought to present a positive and effective image of itself by relying on its historical, cultural, economic,
and identity-based capacities. Chile’s public and cultural diplomacy has not only aimed to introduce its historical
and cultural heritage but also, through emphasizing democratic values, political stability, and economic growth, has
functioned as a tool for building trust and expanding cooperation across Latin America and beyond.

A remarkable dimension of Chile’s cultural diplomacy lies in its attention to literature, art, and national music
as elements of cultural identity. The works of prominent Chilean writers such as Pablo Neruda and Gabriela Mistral,
who have gained global recognition, have been promoted as cultural symbols that strengthen Chile’s international
image. Likewise, traditional music, cultural festivals, and performing arts have been utilized as effective means of
promoting national identity in the region. These initiatives have not only facilitated cultural exchange with
neighboring countries but have also provided a foundation for building social capital and fostering closer ties among
nations in the context of regional cooperation.

Furthermore, Chile’s public diplomacy has been built upon three main pillars: political transparency, a free-
market economy, and a multilateral foreign policy. Since the end of the Pinochet dictatorship, Chile has sought to
project itself as a model of successful democratic transition and economic development. This has enabled Chile to be
regarded as a relative symbol of stability and progress in Latin America. In this framework, the Chilean government
has invested significantly in the development of media networks, higher education, and academic and cultural
exchange programs, thus reinforcing its soft power through elite and intergenerational communication.

Scholarship programs, the exchange of students and researchers, and hosting scientific and cultural conferences
in Chile have strengthened links between Chile and other Latin American countries. Active participation in regional
cultural and academic organizations, such as the Organization of Ibero-American States for Education, Science, and
Culture (OEI), has further deepened these interactions. Similarly, the promotion of the Spanish language as a shared
linguistic and cultural tool has become another dimension of Chile’s public diplomacy.

In its approach to public diplomacy, Chile has also made extensive use of modern media and communication
tools. The use of social networks and digital platforms to showcase Chile’s economic, cultural, and social
achievements has been particularly effective among the younger generation. These measures have consolidated
Chile’s image as a nation with modern capabilities, investment opportunities, and tourism potential in the regional
public sphere.

1t should also be noted that Chile’s cultural diplomacy is not limited to art and literature but also includes
sports, environmental issues, and tourism. The successes of Chilean national teams in football and other sports have
served as instruments for enhancing credibility and regional recognition. Moreover, investments in cultural and eco-
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tourism, alongside efforts to present Chile as a land of climatic and geographical diversity, have attracted regional
and global tourists, thereby strengthening the country’s cultural profile.

Politically, Chile has emphasized regional cooperation through organizations such as the Union of South
American Nations (UNASUR) and the Community of Latin American and Caribbean States (CELAC). By
participating actively and proposing cultural and social initiatives, Chile has sought to position itself as a responsible
and active player in regional affairs. This approach has not only reinforced cultural and political convergence in
Latin America but also highlighted Chile’s role in shaping regional identity.

In conclusion, Chile’s public and cultural diplomacy has succeeded in elevating the country’s position within
Latin America while serving as an effective instrument for expanding political, economic, and social cooperation. By
capitalizing on cultural assets, strengthening educational and academic exchanges, leveraging modern media, and
participating in regional organizations, Chile has enhanced its soft power and expanded its influence across the
region. Despite challenges such as cultural competition from larger countries (e.g., Brazil and Mexico) and certain
economic limitations, public and cultural diplomacy has become a fundamental pillar of Chile’s foreign policy
success in Latin America.

Key words: Public Diplomacy, Cultural Diplomacy, Chile, Latin America, Soft Power, Regional Cooperation.

Language: English

Citation: Kashi, L.V., & Zamani, M. (2025). The Role of Chile’s Public and Cultural Diplomacy in Latin
America. 1SJ Theoretical & Applied Science, 10 (150), 1-8.

Soi: https://s-0-i.0rg/1.1/TAS-10-150-1  Doi: &os¥&f https:/dx.doi.org/10.15863/TAS.2025.10.150.1

Scopus ASCC: 3300.

Introduction

Public and cultural diplomacy have emerged as
significant instruments in shaping contemporary
international relations, especially in regions where
historical, cultural, and political identities intersect
with global dynamics. As a middle power in Latin
America, Chile has increasingly relied on its cultural
heritage, democratic values, and economic stability to
project influence beyond its borders and strengthen its
regional role (Nye, 2004; Melissen, 2005). This
strategic use of soft power has allowed Chile to
position itself not only as an economic actor but also
as a cultural and normative force within the broader
Latin American community (Cox, 2012).

The importance of public diplomacy lies in its
capacity to directly engage with foreign publics,
shaping perceptions, and building long-term trust.
Unlike traditional diplomacy, which focuses on state-
to-state interactions, public diplomacy emphasizes
people-to-people exchanges, cultural promotion, and
educational cooperation (Cull, 2009). Chile, aware of
its historical trajectory and the legacy of authoritarian
rule under Pinochet, has pursued public diplomacy to
rebrand itself as a modern, democratic, and outward-
looking nation (Walker, 2017). In this context, Chile’s
cultural diplomacy plays a dual role: it both reaffirms
its national identity and contributes to regional
cohesion in Latin America.

A central pillar of Chile’s public diplomacy is its
cultural capital. Chilean literature, especially through
figures such as Nobel laureates Pablo Neruda and
Gabriela Mistral, has gained international recognition,
symbolizing the richness of the country’s intellectual
and cultural life (Richard, 2013). The promotion of
Chilean literature, film, music, and indigenous
traditions is part of a deliberate effort to project an
image of diversity and creativity. These cultural
exports function not only as national symbols but also

as bridges for dialogue across Latin America,
enhancing Chile’s credibility as a regional actor
(Villanueva, 2020).

Education has been another powerful tool in
Chile’s strategy. Government-supported programs
and scholarships for students across the region, as well
as Chile’s participation in organizations such as the
Ibero-American Organization of States for Education,
Science and Culture (OEIl), demonstrate its
commitment to fostering knowledge-based diplomacy
(Rivarola, 2019). Through student exchanges and
academic cooperation, Chile cultivates long-term
networks that support its regional integration and
extend its influence across generations. This
educational diplomacy not only enhances human
capital development but also embeds Chilean values
and perspectives in regional discourse (Matsuda,
2021).

The role of media and digital platforms has also
become central to Chile’s public diplomacy. In recent
years, Chile has actively used digital diplomacy to
communicate with regional and global audiences,
showcasing its political transparency, economic
opportunities, and cultural diversity (Bjola & Holmes,
2015). By utilizing social media campaigns, official
websites, and cultural digital archives, Chile ensures
that its narrative reaches younger generations who
consume information through online channels
(Manor, 2019). This “digital soft power” has allowed
Chile to amplify its image as a progressive,
innovative, and sustainable society, while also
countering competing narratives from larger regional
actors like Brazil and Mexico (Melissen & de
Keulenaar, 2017).

Sport and tourism have further contributed to
Chile’s cultural diplomacy. Chile’s achievements in
international football and other sports have become
sources of national pride and tools for building
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symbolic capital in Latin America (Archetti, 2011).
Similarly, Chile has positioned itself as a destination
for cultural and eco-tourism, highlighting its
geographical diversity—from the Atacama Desert to
Patagonia—as a unique selling point (Figueroa,
2018). Tourism campaigns not only boost economic
development but also function as cultural encounters,
strengthening Chile’s visibility and influence at both
regional and global levels.

At the political level, Chile has been an active
participant in regional organizations such as the Union
of South American Nations (UNASUR) and the
Community of Latin American and Caribbean States
(CELAC). Through these platforms, Chile has
advanced initiatives emphasizing education, culture,
and regional solidarity, reinforcing its role as a
responsible and cooperative actor (Sanahuja, 2012).
These initiatives highlight Chile’s preference for
multilateralism and its effort to shape Latin American
identity through cultural and normative diplomacy.

However, Chile’s public and cultural diplomacy
faces challenges. The presence of larger cultural
powers in the region, notably Brazil and Mexico,
creates competition for influence and leadership in
Latin America (Castaiieda, 2006). Moreover,
structural economic limitations and domestic
inequalities sometimes undermine the credibility of
Chile’s narrative abroad (Kay, 2011). Despite these
obstacles, Chile’s deliberate investment in cultural
assets, education, and digital outreach suggests a
sustainable strategy for enhancing its soft power in the
21st century.

In sum, Chile’s public and cultural diplomacy
exemplifies how a middle power can leverage soft
power to amplify its regional and global voice. By
integrating literature, education, media, sport, and
tourism into its diplomatic strategy, Chile has created
a multidimensional approach that supports both
national branding and regional integration. As global
power shifts increasingly highlight the role of soft
power and non-traditional diplomacy, Chile’s
experience offers important insights into how smaller
states in Latin America can navigate complex
international landscapes.

Research Methodology

This study employs a qualitative approach using
documentary and library research methods. Data were
collected from academic sources, including books,
scholarly articles, official reports, and documents
from regional and international organizations. The
data were then categorized and analyzed through
qualitative content analysis to extract key concepts
related to Chile’s public and cultural diplomacy. To
enhance the accuracy and validity of the research, a
comparative perspective with similar experiences of
other countries in the region was also applied. This
method provides a comprehensive framework for

examining the role and position of Chile’s cultural
diplomacy in Latin America.

Theoretical Framework

Public and cultural diplomacy have emerged as
crucial tools of soft power in contemporary
international relations. In today’s world, the mere use
of military and economic power is no longer
sufficient; a country’s ability to attract, influence, and
gain legitimacy through culture, values, and
communication plays a pivotal role in determining its
position in the global system (Nye, 2004). As a Latin
American country with a successful transition from
dictatorship to democracy, stable economic growth,
and rich cultural capital, Chile has increasingly sought
to leverage public and cultural diplomacy to enhance
its regional role. Examining the theoretical
foundations of this issue requires drawing on
frameworks such as soft power theory,
constructivism, public and cultural diplomacy theory,
and regionalism approaches.

Soft Power Theory

Concept of Soft Power

Soft power, first introduced by Joseph Nye in the
1990s and extensively elaborated in Soft Power: The
Means to Success in World Politics (2004), refers to
the ability to “attract” and “persuade” rather than
coerce. The main sources of soft power include
culture, political values, and legitimate foreign policy.

For Chile, this theoretical framework is
particularly relevant. Unlike larger regional powers
such as Brazil or Mexico, Chile’s hard power
capabilities are limited. Therefore, relying on soft
power through culture, education, literature, and
regional social capital is an effective strategy for
influence and active presence in Latin America
(Villanueva, 2020).

Culture as a Source of Soft Power

Chilean literature, particularly the works of
Nobel laureates Pablo Neruda and Gabriela Mistral,
has not only gained global recognition but also serves
as a symbolic cultural asset for Chile in the region.
Local music, cultural festivals, and performing arts are
other instruments through which Chile has enhanced
its cultural attractiveness (Richard, 2013).

Political Values and Legitimacy

Following the end of Pinochet’s regime and the
transition to democracy in the 1990s, Chile sought to
present a positive image in the region. This successful
democratic transition and economic development
within a free-market framework has become a model
for other countries and a source of increased soft
power for Chile (Walker, 2017).

Legitimate Foreign Policy
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Chile’s foreign policy emphasizes
multilateralism and respect for regional institutions.
Active participation in organizations such as the
Union of South American Nations (UNASUR) and
the Community of Latin American and Caribbean
States (CELAC) exemplifies this approach, enhancing
the legitimacy of its foreign policy and reinforcing its
soft power (Sanahuja, 2012).

Constructivism

Theoretical Foundations

Constructivism emphasizes the role of identity,
norms, and culture in international politics, arguing
that social reality is constructed and that international
relations are not merely the product of material power
(Wendt, 1999). According to this perspective, cultural
and social interactions among countries can create
new identities and determine pathways for
cooperation or conflict.

Application to Chile

Constructivism helps explain the role of Chilean
cultural diplomacy in reproducing regional identity in
Latin America. Through literature, music, education,
and media, Chile has contributed to shaping a shared
Latin American identity. This shared identity
facilitates cooperation within regional organizations
(Acharya, 2014).

The Role of Norms

Chile portrays itself as a country committed to
democracy, human rights, and sustainable
development. These norms, particularly in cultural
and public engagements, play a vital role in
reproducing Chile’s legitimacy at the regional level
(Cox, 2012).

Public and Cultural Diplomacy Theory

Public Diplomacy

Public diplomacy emphasizes direct engagement
with foreign publics and includes media, education,
cultural exchange, and digital communication (Cull,
2009). Chile has leveraged social media, official
communications, and digital diplomacy to project
itself as transparent, advanced, and culturally and
economically capable (Bjola & Holmes, 2015).

Cultural Diplomacy

Cultural diplomacy refers to the use of culture,
arts, language, and social values to achieve foreign
policy objectives (Melissen, 2005). Chile has actively
invested in cultural diplomacy through festivals, the
promotion of the Spanish language, student and
academic exchanges, and cultural and eco-tourism
initiatives.

Education and Science
Scholarship programs and hosting scientific
conferences exemplify Chile’s use of cultural

diplomacy. These initiatives not only enhance human
capital but also create elite networks between Chile
and other regional countries (Rivarola, 2019).

Regionalism  and  Cultural Integration
Approaches

New Regionalism

According to the new regionalism theory
(Hettne, 1999), shared cultural and social identities
can form the basis for economic and political
cooperation. In Latin America, shared Spanish
language and colonial heritage create a foundation for
cultural convergence.

Chile’s Role in Regional Integration

Chile, through active participation in CELAC
and UNASUR, has sought to strengthen regional
identity. Cultural and educational initiatives have
reinforced social and cultural ties across Latin
America (Sanahuja, 2012).

Finding

Chile has increasingly leveraged public and
cultural diplomacy to strengthen its regional role in
Latin America. The country’s strategy involves
multiple dimensions, including cultural promotion,
educational initiatives, digital engagement, tourism,
sports, and participation in regional organizations.
This section analyzes these components in detail,
highlighting their effectiveness, challenges, and
comparative impact in the regional context. The
analysis draws on primary and secondary sources,
including government reports, academic studies, and
policy documents (Nye, 2004; Cull, 2009; Melissen,
2005).

Cultural Diplomacy: Literature, Arts, and Music

Chile’s cultural diplomacy has traditionally
relied on its rich literary heritage. Nobel laureates
Pablo Neruda and Gabriela Mistral serve as iconic
figures in projecting Chilean identity internationally.
Their works are widely disseminated through
translations, literary festivals, and international
collaborations, creating a symbolic representation of
Chile as a country of intellectual and cultural depth
(Richard, 2013; Villanueva, 2020).

Beyond literature, Chile actively promotes its
performing arts and music. Traditional music
ensembles, folk festivals, and contemporary music
tours have been used as tools to enhance Chile’s
visibility in Latin America. For instance, the Santiago
International Film Festival (SANFIC) has attracted
audiences and filmmakers from across the continent,
serving as a platform for cultural exchange and
regional collaboration (Figueroa, 2018). These
initiatives not only strengthen bilateral cultural ties but
also establish Chile as a credible and attractive
cultural actor in the region.
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The use of culture as a diplomatic tool also
extends to indigenous heritage. Programs highlighting
Mapuche and other indigenous communities
emphasize Chile’s cultural diversity, social inclusion,
and respect for historical traditions. These initiatives
reinforce Chile’s image as a modern yet culturally
rooted nation, enhancing its soft power among
neighboring countries (Archetti, 2011).

Educational and Academic Diplomacy

Education is a cornerstone of Chile’s public
diplomacy strategy. Scholarship programs, student
exchanges, and academic collaborations serve as
mechanisms for creating long-term networks and
promoting Chilean perspectives regionally (Rivarola,
2019). Government-sponsored initiatives, such as the
Chilean Ministry of Foreign Affairs’ scholarship
programs for Latin American students, have enabled
hundreds of students from neighboring countries to
study in Chilean universities, fostering professional
and cultural ties.

Academic diplomacy also includes hosting
regional conferences and workshops. For example, the
annual Latin American Higher Education Forum in
Santiago brings together policymakers, educators, and
researchers to discuss educational development,
innovation, and cross-border collaboration (Matsuda,
2021). These forums enhance Chile’s credibility in
academic circles and create opportunities for regional
influence.

Furthermore, Chilean universities increasingly
partner with institutions across Latin America for joint
research projects in fields such as environmental
studies, public health, and political science. Such
collaborations strengthen Chile’s regional network,
reinforce its soft power, and contribute to the creation
of a shared knowledge base (Bjola & Holmes, 2015).

Digital and Media Diplomacy

Digital diplomacy has become a vital component
of Chile’s public diplomacy strategy. The government
has invested in official websites, social media
channels, and digital cultural platforms to reach
younger generations and international audiences.
Campaigns promoting Chile’s political stability,
economic opportunities, and cultural diversity have
been disseminated through Facebook, Twitter,
Instagram, and YouTube, generating engagement and
visibility across Latin America (Manor, 2019).

For example, during regional summits, Chile has
effectively used live streaming, infographics, and
digital storytelling to showcase its achievements in
governance, social policy, and economic
development. Digital platforms also allow Chile to
counter misinformation, enhance transparency, and
communicate directly with foreign publics without
relying solely on traditional media channels (Melissen
& de Keulenaar, 2017).

Media diplomacy extends to partnerships with
regional television and radio networks, which
broadcast cultural programs, documentaries, and
interviews with Chilean scholars, artists, and officials.
This strategy reinforces the narrative of Chile as a
culturally vibrant and politically stable nation (Cull,
2009).

Tourism and Sports Diplomacy

Tourism and sports are integral components of
Chilean cultural diplomacy. Tourism campaigns
emphasize Chile’s geographic diversity—from the
Atacama Desert to Patagonia—highlighting eco-
tourism, adventure tourism, and cultural experiences.
These campaigns target Latin American countries,
attracting tourists and creating informal channels for
cultural exchange (Figueroa, 2018).

Sports diplomacy has also enhanced Chile’s
regional presence. Chilean football teams, tennis
players, and national athletes participate in regional
competitions, fostering goodwill and national pride.
The Chilean government and private sponsors support
these initiatives, recognizing sports as an effective
instrument of soft power and regional visibility
(Archetti, 2011).

Additionally, Chile hosts regional sporting
events that combine tourism, cultural activities, and
public engagement. These events serve as platforms
for promoting Chilean culture, showcasing
organizational capabilities, and building networks of
cooperation across Latin America (Villanueva, 2020).

Participation in Regional Organizations

Chile actively engages in regional organizations
such as UNASUR, CELAC, and the Organization of
Ibero-American States (OEI) to advance its public and
cultural diplomacy. Within these forums, Chile
proposes initiatives emphasizing education, culture,
and social development, positioning itself as a
responsible and cooperative regional actor (Sanahuja,
2012).

These platforms allow Chile to coordinate
cultural projects, promote academic exchanges, and
foster collaboration in media, sports, and tourism. By
participating in regional governance structures, Chile
not only strengthens multilateral relationships but also
enhances the credibility and legitimacy of its soft
power strategy (Hettne, 1999).

Furthermore, Chile’s involvement in regional
initiatives facilitates knowledge sharing, capacity
building, and cross-border cultural cooperation. This
approach contributes to creating a cohesive Latin
American identity, with Chile positioned as a central
actor in shaping norms, values, and regional narratives
(Acharya, 2014).

Comparative Analysis with Regional Peers
Compared to larger Latin American countries
like Brazil and Mexico, Chile faces constraints in
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economic and military power but compensates
through strategic use of soft power. While Brazil
emphasizes global leadership through media, sports,
and cultural exports, and Mexico leverages its
historical heritage and cinematic industry, Chile has
adopted a more targeted and multilevel approach that
combines cultural promotion, education, digital
engagement, and regional institution participation
(Castaneda, 2006).

The comparative advantage of Chile lies in the
integration of multiple soft power tools into a coherent
strategy. By linking cultural assets with educational
initiatives, digital diplomacy, tourism, and sports,
Chile maximizes its regional influence despite relative
size limitations. The country’s success demonstrates
the effectiveness of comprehensive and coordinated
public diplomacy strategies for middle powers in
Latin America (Nye, 2004; Melissen, 2005).

Challenges and Limitations

Despite notable achievements, Chile’s public and
cultural diplomacy faces challenges. Competition
from larger regional powers, limited financial
resources, and occasional domestic socio-economic
disparities can undermine the credibility of Chile’s
initiatives abroad (Kay, 2011). Moreover, political
fluctuations and changes in government priorities may
affect the continuity and consistency of cultural
diplomacy programs.

Another challenge is measuring the tangible
outcomes of soft power initiatives. While cultural
promotion, education, and digital diplomacy enhance
visibility and influence, quantifying their direct
impact on foreign policy objectives remains complex
(Cull, 2009). Nevertheless, long-term engagement and
sustained investment in these areas have contributed
to cumulative gains in regional influence.

Results and Discussion

Chile has increasingly utilized public and
cultural diplomacy to establish and consolidate its role
within Latin America, demonstrating that a country
with limited military and economic power can still
exert significant regional influence through strategic
soft power. Its cultural diplomacy has relied heavily
on its literary heritage, with Nobel laureates such as
Pablo Neruda and Gabriela Mistral providing
symbolic representations of Chilean identity that
resonate across the continent. These cultural assets,
combined with music, performing arts, and festivals,
have created multiple channels through which Chile
projects its national image and enhances its visibility
in the region. Beyond literature, initiatives that
highlight Chile’s indigenous communities and
traditions underscore the country’s commitment to
cultural  diversity, social inclusion, and the
preservation  of  historical  heritage, further
strengthening its legitimacy and attractiveness among
neighboring states. Chile’s educational diplomacy has

also played a central role in extending its influence.
Scholarship programs, academic exchanges, and
partnerships with universities across Latin America
have enabled the creation of professional networks
and intellectual collaboration that endure over time.
Regional conferences and workshops hosted in Chile
serve as platforms for knowledge sharing, policy
discussion, and the dissemination of Chilean
perspectives, reinforcing its credibility in academic
and policy circles. By fostering cooperation in fields
such as public health, environmental studies, and
governance, Chile has successfully integrated
educational diplomacy with broader public diplomacy
goals, linking cultural engagement with long-term
professional and social networks. Digital diplomacy
has further expanded Chile’s outreach, with official
websites, social media platforms, and digital
campaigns facilitating direct communication with
foreign publics. Through these channels, Chile
promotes its  political  stability, economic
opportunities, and cultural richness while countering
misinformation and enhancing transparency. Social
media initiatives during regional summits and
international events have engaged younger
generations and fostered interactive platforms for
dialogue, strengthening the country’s image as
modern, open, and culturally vibrant. Tourism and
sports diplomacy have complemented these efforts by
offering informal and experiential avenues of
engagement. Chile’s diverse geography, including the
Atacama Desert, Patagonia, and its coastal regions,
has been promoted through eco-tourism and cultural
tourism campaigns targeting Latin American
audiences. Sports, particularly football and tennis,
have served as tools for fostering regional goodwill
and national pride, while hosting regional sporting
events has allowed Chile to combine cultural
promotion, tourism, and public engagement in a single
initiative. Participation in regional organizations such
as UNASUR, CELAC, and the Organization of Ibero-
American States has provided Chile with institutional
platforms to coordinate cultural projects, educational
initiatives, and multilateral cooperation. These forums
allow Chile to assert its role as a responsible and
cooperative actor, facilitating the creation of shared
regional norms, reinforcing identity, and promoting
cohesion. When compared to larger regional powers
such as Brazil and Mexico, Chile’s approach to public
and cultural diplomacy demonstrates a strategic
integration of multiple soft power tools. While Brazil
leverages global media, sports, and cultural exports,
and Mexico relies on historical heritage and the film
industry, Chile has developed a more targeted, multi-
layered strategy that links cultural promotion with
education, digital engagement, tourism, and sports.
This integration maximizes influence, allowing Chile
to compensate for its material limitations and maintain
a consistent and credible presence across Latin
America. Despite these achievements, Chile faces
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several challenges in sustaining and expanding its
diplomatic influence. Competition from larger
powers, resource limitations, and domestic social and
economic disparities can occasionally hinder the
effectiveness of its initiatives. Additionally, political
changes and shifts in government priorities may
impact the continuity and coherence of cultural and
educational diplomacy programs. Measuring the
direct outcomes of soft power initiatives also remains
complex, as their effects are often long-term and
diffuse, yet cumulative evidence suggests that Chile’s
consistent investment in these areas has produced
tangible gains in visibility, influence, and credibility.
Overall, the findings indicate that Chile’s public and
cultural diplomacy is both multidimensional and
strategically ~ coherent.  Cultural  promotion,
educational initiatives, digital engagement, tourism,
sports, and active participation in regional institutions
together form an integrated framework that enhances
Chile’s regional influence. Through these combined
efforts, Chile has successfully leveraged its cultural,
educational, and social assets to strengthen regional
networks, foster shared identity, and project a positive
and attractive image, demonstrating the effectiveness
of soft power strategies for middle powers in Latin
America. The country’s approach exemplifies how
carefully coordinated initiatives across multiple
domains can amplify influence and build durable
regional presence, highlighting the potential of
cultural and public diplomacy as instruments of
foreign policy beyond traditional economic and
military capabilities.

Conclusion

The analysis of Chile’s public and cultural
diplomacy in Latin America demonstrates the pivotal
role that soft power can play in shaping regional
influence for a middle power. Despite its relatively
modest economic and military capabilities compared
to larger Latin American countries, Chile has
successfully leveraged its cultural, educational,
digital, and institutional assets to establish a consistent
and credible presence within the region. The
integration of multiple instruments—ranging from
literary and artistic promotion to educational
exchanges, digital communication, tourism, sports,
and participation in regional organizations—has
created a synergistic framework that amplifies the
country’s influence across multiple dimensions.

One of the key findings of this study is the
strategic importance of culture in Chile’s diplomatic
approach. The nation’s literary heritage, particularly
the works of globally recognized figures such as Pablo
Neruda and Gabriela Mistral, has not only provided
symbolic capital but also created a unique platform for
cultural dialogue and identity building. Cultural
festivals, music, performing arts, and programs
highlighting indigenous communities have further
reinforced Chile’s image as a culturally diverse,

socially inclusive, and historically rooted nation.
These initiatives have helped Chile project an image
that resonates with regional audiences and strengthens
its normative influence in shaping ideas and values
across Latin America.

Educational diplomacy has also emerged as a
core pillar of Chile’s strategy. Scholarship programs,
student and faculty exchanges, and collaborative
research initiatives have enabled Chile to foster long-
term networks that connect professionals, academics,
and policymakers across the region. These
educational programs not only contribute to human
capital development but also serve as a vehicle for the
diffusion of Chilean norms, values, and perspectives.
By hosting regional conferences and forums, Chile
has positioned itself as a knowledge hub, enhancing
its credibility and soft power influence while
promoting regional cooperation in areas of mutual
interest, including governance, public policy,
environmental management, and social development.

Digital diplomacy has further strengthened
Chile’s outreach by allowing the government to
engage directly with foreign publics. Through official
websites, social media platforms, and targeted online
campaigns, Chile communicates its achievements,
policy priorities, and cultural narratives effectively
and interactively. Digital tools have enabled the
country to reach younger generations, counter
misinformation, and foster a participatory image of
Chile as an open, innovative, and modern state. By
combining traditional cultural instruments with
advanced digital communication strategies, Chile has
enhanced the reach, speed, and impact of its public
diplomacy.

Tourism and sports have provided additional
avenues for informal influence. Campaigns promoting
Chile’s geographic diversity, natural landscapes, and
cultural attractions have fostered experiential
connections with foreign audiences, encouraging
cross-cultural understanding and appreciation. Sports
initiatives, including participation in regional
competitions and hosting international events, have
created opportunities for cultural engagement,
national branding, and regional goodwill. These
activities complement formal diplomacy and reinforce
Chile’s overall soft power profile.

Participation in regional organizations, including
UNASUR, CELAC, and the Organization of Ibero-
American States, has enabled Chile to operationalize
its public and cultural diplomacy within multilateral
frameworks. Through these institutions, Chile has
promoted collaborative cultural initiatives, facilitated
academic and policy exchanges, and strengthened
regional integration efforts. Engagement in such
multilateral platforms has not only enhanced Chile’s
legitimacy but also positioned it as a proactive and
responsible actor capable of shaping regional norms,
advancing common goals, and fostering cohesion.
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ISRA (India) =6.317
ISI (Dubai, UAE) = 1.582
GIF (Australia) =0.564
JIF =1.500

Impact Factor:

SIS (USA) =0.912 ICV (Poland) =6.630
PUHII (Russia) = 0.191 PIF (India) =1.940
ESJI (K2) =8.100  IBI (India) =4.260
SJIF (Morocco) =7.184  OAJI (USA) =0.350

A comparative perspective underscores the
effectiveness of Chile’s integrated strategy. Unlike
larger Latin American powers that may rely
predominantly on economic, military, or media
influence, Chile employs a multifaceted approach that
maximizes the synergy of its available resources. By
coordinating cultural, educational, digital, and
institutional instruments, Chile has managed to
compensate for its relative material limitations and
maintain a strong and consistent influence in the
region. This integrated approach exemplifies how
middle powers can exercise meaningful soft power
and shape regional dynamics without resorting to
coercive tools.

Nevertheless, the study also identifies challenges
that may affect the sustainability and effectiveness of
Chile’s public and cultural diplomacy. Competition
from larger regional actors, limited financial and
logistical ~ resources, domestic socio-economic
inequalities, and political fluctuations can constrain
the continuity and impact of soft power initiatives.
Furthermore, measuring the tangible effects of public
and cultural diplomacy remains inherently difficult,
given the long-term and diffuse nature of soft power
outcomes. Despite these challenges, the cumulative
evidence suggests that Chile’s sustained investment in
cultural, educational, and digital initiatives has
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